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House Sparrow

General Description

The familiar House Sparrow is a chunky sparrow with a large head and short tail. It was
introduced to this country from Europe and is in a different family from our native sparrows.
Males in breeding plumage have streaked chestnut backs, chestnut heads, and gray crowns.
They have black throats and breasts and light gray cheeks and under parts. Males in non-
breeding plumage look similar, but lack the black throat and breast, have less distinct
markings on their heads, and have yellowish rather than black bills. Females have drab,
grayish-brown, unstreaked breasts, with mottled buff and brown upperparts and light eye-
stripes.

Habitat

House Sparrows are closely tied to areas of human habitation, in either urban or rural
settings. They can survive on city sidewalks or in farmlands, but avoid extensive woodlands,
native grasslands, and deserts away from human development.

Behavior

House Sparrows form large flocks throughout the state, but tend to gather in larger flocks in
the eastern part of Washington. They forage while hopping on the ground, at feeders, or by
perching on weed stalks. These sparrows are opportunistic and eat whatever is available.
While they are not highly territorial with their own species, they are aggressive toward other
species and may drive native birds out of their nests.



Diet

House Sparrows are primarily seedeaters but also eat insects, especially during the breeding
season. In agricultural areas, waste grain is an important diet component. Urban House
Sparrows live off crumbs and rubbish left by humans.

Nesting

House Sparrows are monogamous and typically breed in cavities. They will use crevices in
buildings, nest boxes, or other birds' nests, but if they are in an area with no available
cavities, they nest in trees or shrubs, often in small colonies. Both sexes help build the nest,
which is a globular nest of twigs, grass, and weeds, often lined with feathers. If the nestis in a
cavity, the nesting material generally fills the volume of the cavity. Both parents help incubate
3 to 6 eggs for 10 to 14 days, and both feed the young. The young leave the nest after about
two weeks. They stay nearby for 7 to 10 days and then flock with other juvenile birds. The
pair raises 2 to 3 broods each year.

Migration Status

House Sparrows are permanent residents throughout North America.

Conservation Status

House Sparrows are one of the most abundant and widespread songbirds in the world. They
were originally introduced in this country to control caterpillars. They were first released in
New York in 1851, and again in 1852. They were also released in San Francisco in 1871, 1872,
and in Salt Lake City in 1873, 1874. House Sparrows were first noted in Spokane in 1895,
made it to Seattle by 1897, and to the coast at La Push by 1916. In urban areas, they inhabit
a niche not used by native birds, but in agricultural areas they compete with native birds for
limited nesting cavities and may affect local populations.

When and Where to Find in Washington

House Sparrows are abundant year round in human-inhabited areas throughout Washington.

Call Eagle Pest Eliminators Inc. to eliminate your nuisance bird
problems!

(425) 398-7365 Or visit: www.eaglepesteliminators.com

WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY QUOTE!



